REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR WEBSITE REDESIGN
Supreme Council, 33rd, The Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
www.scottishrite.org 
DATES: RFP released October 4, 2012. Proposals due November 1, 2012

RESPOND TO: 
Website Project

The Supreme Council, 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction

1733 16th ST NW 

Washington, DC, 20009 

Heather K. Calloway – hcalloway@scottishrite.org
Morgan P. Corr – mcorr@scottishrite.org
Organization Information

The Scottish Rite of Freemasonry was established in 1801, as a men’s Masonic organization. It is a non-profit fraternal organization with a membership of approximately 200,000 members in the Southern Jurisdiction. There is also a Northern Masonic Jurisdiction with approximately the same number of members which operates in the 15 upper most eastern United States. The Northern Masonic Jurisdiction maintains it’s own website at www.scottishritenmj.orgThe Scottish Rite Northern Masonic Jurisdiction does not compete for membership. 

Other larger Masonic websites include: The Grand Lodge of New York http://www.nymasons.org/, The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania http://www.pagrandlodge.org/ , The Grand Lodge of California www.freemason.org/ , George Washington Masonic Memorial, www.gwmemorial.org/ None of these websites specifically “do” or “look” like something we would like to replicate, but serve as reference materialfor your information.  

The House of the Temple is our national headquarters, should be featured prominently on the website. The building was designed by  The renowned architectJohn Russell Pope This monumental building has served as the headquarters of the Supreme Council since 1915. The Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia laid the cornerstone in 1911, and the building was completed in 1915. Its architecture is an adaptation of the famous Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, one of the “Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.”

There have been few architectural alterations since the construction of the building. The House of the Temple has been open to the public for guided tours since it opened in 1915. We are currently undergoing a major building capital campaign and construction of the building.  

The mission of the Scottish Rite is to improve its members and enhance the communities in which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God, family and country. It is important that the website reflect this mission. 


Project Summary
Over the past 10-15 years the Scottish Rite has had several versions of the website, managing the content using HTML, Adobe Contribute and WordPress for daily maintenance. We are currently at a point where the site is not working cross-platforms and is out-of-date.  

The new site will require a new architecture, design, and theme. The mission of this redesigned website will highlight the ongoing House of the Temple capital campaign to “Rebuild the Temple,” and our building’s membership programs, fundraising goals and the actual building itself.  

Our current website was originally designed as an information-only resource. Over the years, we added sections and information, but they are text-heavy content, and we would like to minimize this look and feel. We want to bring the interactive parts of the site to the forefront, cut out a bulk of the content and simplify the overall look. We have gone through a site inventory and site map process and have determined the basic categories of information that we would like the new site to include. 
Schedule and Budget

Proposals should include a timeline for completing the project. Proposals are due November 1, but we will begin reviewing proposals as they come in. The target date for completing the entire redesign and launching the site is March 1, 2013. 
  
The proposal must include all labor, materials, in-person meetings and the transfer of the finished product with a tutorial for  updating and revising content. We have an updated site map, names of internal pages, list of items we’d like the site to include, usability study on the current site, logos, branding and images. We will also provide final text content.  
  
The successfulproposal will stay within the proposed budget and deliver a seamless transition that allowsupdating the website with basic content without requiring vendor intervention

II. Audience, Content and Functionality 

Audience 

This site’s primary audience is members of the organization (Scottish Rite). The secondary audience is people who would like to visit/learn about the building (House of the Temple). Other audiences include prospective members to the organization, library patrons, and local DC, Northern Virginia and Maryland residents. 

The number one goal for the primary audience is that they obtain current information about the organization. The number one goal for the secondary audience is that they can locate the building and plan their visit. We would like other audiences to stay on the site long enough to gain valuable information about the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. 
Content and Functionality

The text content and images will be provided by The Scottish Rite. Some of the text will be repurposed from the current site and some will be brand new. Overall, there will be significantly less text on the new site. 

Content will fall into the following general categories:
1. Home (features rotating photos that link to internal pages with text and images) 

2. Membership (Largest section, multiple pages, Pay dues online is a new feature we need to highlight.)
3. Visit (tourist-type information, building history)

4. Learn (Organization history, etc.)
5. Donate/Give (Foundation, etc.)
6. Contact (List of staff members contact information) 

Some links we need to feature on our home page, but we are flexible on how to feature them – include: 

Scottish Rite Journal
Scottish Rite Research Society 

Scottish Rite Credit Card
Scottish Rite Store 
Site Map
Search feature  


The new site should be capable of supporting an interactive tour of the House of the Temple. An example tour we particularly like is: http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/inside-white-house/interactive-tour. We will provide a list of details regarding why we prefer this style.

Other features to incorporate include: 

· Integration of our membership database with our website. For instance, linking our addresses, which are in Patriot (the database), with our list of local Valleys (chapters)
· Automating the application process for our various scholarships
· Highlighting Social Media: The website should be compatible with and allow for some integration with social media platforms. Specifically, news and other items should have the option to share/like onto Facebook with a single click, same for Twitter.

· Ensuring that mobile devices work with our website, including all kinds of phones and tablets, not just one version or type.      
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